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migration from urban areas during the COVID-19 pandemic and the 2020 water tap 
moratorium (which curtailed new construction) have contributed to housing pressures, the 
conversion of long-term housing to short-term rentals stands out as the major contributing 
factor to the current affordability challenges. This shift has fundamentally altered the local 
housing market, making it increasingly difficult for residents to find affordable long-term 
housing options. 

誃誉誄誅誆誇誈 Tourism and Local Economy (Page 19) 

Original: 

Ensure an integrated and balanced role for tourism and remote workers in the local 
economy to allow local businesses, community members, and the Town of Paonia to 
receive the economic benefit of tourism and spending by remote workers while balancing 
this with housing affordability and the development of year-round, well-paying, place-
based jobs for residents. 

Proposed Revision: 

Prioritize the needs of local residents, including those who work remotely, while 
strategically integrating tourism in a way that benefits the entire community. Strive to 
balance the economic benefits of tourism with the preservation of housing affordability 
and the development of year-round, well-paying, place-based jobs. Any tourism-related 
initiatives should be carefully evaluated to ensure they provide substantial benefits to the 
town as a whole, rather than prioritizing tourist needs over those of local residents. 

These revisions aim to more accurately reflect the current situation in Paonia and prioritize the needs of 
local residents while still acknowledging the potential benefits of carefully managed tourism and 
development. The changes address key issues on pages 7, 12, and 19 of the Comprehensive Plan, 
focusing on core values, the housing crisis, and the local economy respectively. 臩自臫臬臭臮 




